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CITY APPROVESCRIME CAMERA EXPANSION GRANT AWARD
Rawlings-Blake says expansion is a “good first stépwards doubling camera network by 2015

BALTIMORE—Today, Baltimore City's Board of Estima@pproved a grant award agreement from the
Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Preventiorekpand the Police Department’s network of ClaSiduit
Television (CCTV) technology in East Baltimore. €l@ity will partner with East Baltimore Developmént.
(EBDI) to install ten new crime cameras and a fibytic connection to the Police Department’s dowumto
monitoring center, Citiwatch. The $333,000 graiit @over equipment, installation costs and a cramelyst
position.

“I would like to personally thank the O’'Malley-BrawAdministration for working in partnership witheth
Baltimore Police Department to expand our crimeaametwork. And, by working with a community patn
EBDI, the City is able to leverage this grant fareven greater impact,” Rawlings-Blake said. “Tikia funding
model that should be replicated in other areasalmxit is essential that we continue to expanceahdnce this
powerful crime fighting tool.”

Today, there are more than 480 crime cameras mieditt Citiwatch. Rawlings-Blake has urged corgthu
investment in the City’s camera network in ordestipport her goal of doubling the number of activebnitored
crime cameras by 2015. “This is a good first skep we need to do more,” she said. Rawlingk&lzas called
for the use of homeland security and criminal pesgrants, asset forfeiture funds and a portiaamofesignated
surpluses to expand the program by 100 new cameeeayg year for 5 years.

“Many cities are taking bold action to expand ttlegimera networks this year,” Rawlings-Blake séiitsburgh
is investing $4 million on new cameras includingigiiot detection technology and license plate soéweat can
scan for stolen vehicles. Buffalo is doubling #iee of its network and Chicago’s Mayor has pledgedassive
expansion by 2016 in addition to their 2000 canmextavork, which is already the largest in the U.S.”

Rawlings-Blake has also urged police officialsneestigate new technologies that could increasédkibility
and cost-effectiveness of the camera network. €f-dptic cabling works, but it is very expensivealtg up the
streets to install cable, and once the camerasamigoned, they can’t be moved easily. Hopefullgw high
speed, high definition wireless technologies wdtbme available soon,” she said.

Last month, the State’s Attorney’s Office for Balbre City credited Citiwatch camera footage forsbecessful

prosecution of a shooting in Downtown Baltimord.hére is no question that camera footage is a bbduaol to
prosecutors,” said a City firearms prosecutor.
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