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CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT SIGNIFICANTLY AMENDSENTERTAINMENT
LEGISLATION DUE TO FISCAL CONCERNS

Bill providesfor " targeted expansion” of live entertainment to zoned business districts

BALTIMORE—Today, Baltimore City Council Presidentephanie Rawlings-Blake announced plans to
significantly amend City Council Bill 08-0163 “LivEntertainment” citing her concerns about the cbste
proposed legislation during the current economggisr The amended legislation will allow for ageted
expansion of live entertainment that will proteetghborhoods and will be cost neutral to the citgt axisting
businesses.

“While 1 am deeply committed to expanding respoleséntertainment options for Baltimore City resitdeand
visitors, the initial legislation may have a negatfiscal impact on the City's budget at a time whe are cutting
important city services,” Rawlings-Blake said.Duting these tough times, we must make difficuthicks and
focus limited resources on our core priorities: ljpugafety, public schools and youth services.”

The original legislation, modeled after a similancept adopted in San Francisco was introducedlyn2D08, a
time when Baltimore City’s fiscal condition was raatable. The newly amended bill would allow Resints
and Taverns in zoned B-1, B-2 business districtsbtain a live entertainment privilege through titg zoning

board and state liquor board. “By significantlyearding the bill, we can have a targeted expandioesponsible
live entertainment and protect our city’s neighlmaris without any negative impact on existing busses.”

Rawlings-Blake thanked the many supporters ofdfyeslation for their invaluable assistance andataitation. “I
would like to thank all the communities who workeih me to craft this legislation,” Rawlings-Blakaid. “With
an unprecedented level of transparency and operineksling an initial taskforce, several publiahegs and
community work sessions, we have improved thisslatipn by working together. This proves thatldgislative
process works, that concerns are not only hearddudressed.”

Rawlings-Blake said the newly amended Bill willalselp jumpstart the City’s fledgling comprehensigeoning
process, TRANSFORM Baltimore. “I look forward t@rking again to enhance arts and live entertainment
options as part of the zoning code rewrite. Taigéted bill will also help us have a more inforndestussion
about the rezoning effort,” Rawlings-Blake saidaviings-Blake released an outline of the newly ateein
legislation.
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Tarqgeted Expansion with Neighbor hood Safeguar ds:

« Allows Live Entertainment as a Conditional Use R&staurants in B1 and B2 zones and for tavern®in B
zones.

* Adds a provision in Title 14 that a list of Condital Use applications must be maintained and aedhby
Council District and submitted monthly to the Coilittzat includes:
0 The property’s address and zoning district
The applicant’s name and contact information.
The proposed use of the property
The Date the application was filed; AND
The Date the application was heard before the Board
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» Currently, the Board when considering an applicafa Live Entertainment as a Conditional Use must
consider:
o Days and hours of operation;
0 Use of amplification, noise levels, and need fase@roofing;
o Limits on the size of the establishment or on ike,docation, or configuration of the
entertainment or dancing venue within the estailest;
Number of live entertainers;
Number of seats proposed for outdoor table service;
Exterior lighting;
Whether to limit the accessory use to live entartant only or dancing only;
The establishment and maintenance of:
= Traffic and parking management plan
» Indoor and outdoor security plan
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» This Bill will be adding the following provisionsiat the Board must consider to that list:
o Proximity of residences, schools, religious insigins, or parks to the establishment
o0 Maximum authorized occupant load of the establigitme
o0 Volume of vehicular and pedestrian traffic in thieaa
0 The maintenance of a sanitation plan.

For more information, please visitttp://www.BaltimoreCityCouncil.com
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