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CITY COUNCIL URGESRESTORATION OF RECREATION AND PARKS FUNDING

Rawlings-Blake requests funding restoration for rec centers, childcare centers and city poolsin FY2010 budget;
urges police to maintain presencein former PAL centers

BALTIMORE—Today, City Council President Stephaniavi®ings-Blake urged Mayor Sheila Dixon to work to
restore funding for the Department of Recreatioth Rarks to avoid recreation center, childcare ceartd city
pool closures. In a City Council resolution redirgsbudget action, Rawlings-Blake also urged thkce
Commissioner to work with the Director of Recreatand Parks to maintain a formal police presendermer
Police Athletic League (PAL) Centers.

“While the City Council fully understands the ddfilt fiscal circumstances that the city faces, weshalso
recognize the importance of protecting our priestin public safety, public schools and service®to youth,”
Rawlings-Blake said. “The Mayor has done a goddg@fting the proposed budget, but | believe wmatan do
better for our children and protect these criticatiportant services.”

“This request for action provides the Mayor an apyaty to make adjustments to the proposed buldggre it is
submitted to the City Council for consideration &dings-Blake said. “We look forward to workingttvithe
Mayor to make changes to the preliminary budget.”

“The City Council also understands that converfi. Centers to Recreation Centers may be fiscaligent;
however, it is also important that our police agfis continue to build positive relationships witlr oity’s youth,”
Rawlings-Blake said. “We can do that if the Pol@@mmissioner agrees to maintain a formal, strectynolice
presence in former PAL Centers.”

“I would like to thank Mayor Dixon for presentingfiacally-sound preliminary budget in these difficeiconomic
times,” Rawlings-Blake said. “By working togethee can create a final budget that protects outsciisiorities.”
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